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Standard of Confidence Rating
Information Met for Evaluated for
Each Tag Incident

Credibility of

Information Assessed
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! BERKELEY PROTOCOL ON DIGITAL OPEN SOURCE INVESTIGATIONS, 23 (UC Berkeley Human Rights Center and Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, 2020).

*Fora description of how sources for an events-based database were evaluated by the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project
(ACLED) in a context with similar factors at play, see ACLED, @u=pioll and Coding Decisions around the Yemen Civil War,
https://acleddata.com/acleddatanew/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/01/Yemen2020_du=pioll ACLED.pdf.

3 This list is not exhaustive.

4 «_..while some of the information [from such sources] may indeed be biased (e.g. providing higher casualty numbers), not all

1nformat10n is.” For example, whether casualties were recorded, full stop. ACLED, éu=gioll and Codzng Decisions around the Yemen
Civil War, https:
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> We have chosen to point to and aim for this standard of information with the end goal of being as accurate as possible while also
erring on the side of inclusion when assigning tags. For almost all subsequent uses, the facts established in the published dataset will
require additional investigation and corroboration. Since Syrian Archive does not have the resources or mandate to research and
evaluate each Incident to the highest possible evidentiary standard, use of the “reasonable grounds to suspect” standard for the
information available to us enables us to assign tags to Incidents both in instances where we are very confident in the tag based on
available open source information as well in instances where we reasonably suspect that subsequent investigation and analysis will
confirm the tag.

% For example: for “Alleged Perpetrator,” confirmed use of barrel bombs resulted in a “Syrian Armed Forces” tag because use of this
type of munition in the Syrian conflict context constitutes reasonable grounds to suspect this link given well-established information
and observed activities of the major actors in the conflict.

7 Please see the section on Tagging Workflow for more detail.
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¥ This list is not exhaustive.

? Elise Baker, Eric Stover, Rohini Haar, Andrea Lampros & Alexa Koenig, Safer Viewing: A Study of Secondary Trauma Mitigation
Techniques in Open Source Investigations, HEALTH & HUM. RTS. REV. J. (18 May 2020), https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/05/safer-
viewing-a-study-of-secondary-trauma-mitigation-techniques-in-open-source-investigations/.

10 See generally Sam Dubberly, Tips for Viewing and Verifying Potentially Distressing Open-source Information, Amnesty
International: Citizen Evidence Lab (10 Dec. 2019), https://citizenevidence.org/2019/12/10/tips-for-viewing-and-verifying-potentially-
distressing-open-source-information/.
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information that serves as the basis for their map.
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"2 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 54. Attacks against Objects
Indispensable to the Survival of the Civilian Population,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl cha chapterl7 rule54.

" International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 38. Attacks Against Cultural Property,
httns //ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl rul rule38.

Internatlonal Comrmttee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 53. Starvation as a Method of Warfare,
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'S International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 31. Humanitarian Relief Personnel,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl_cha chapter8 rule31.

16 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 32. Humanitarian Relief Objects,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1l cha chapter8 rule32.

'7 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 1. The Principle of Distinction between
Civilians and Combatants, https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl rul rulel. See also International Committee of the
Red Cross [ICRC], How DOES LAW PROTECT IN WAR, Protection of Journalists, https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/protection-
journalists.

'® International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Practice Relating to Rule 7. The Principle of
Distinction between Civilian Objects and Military Objectives,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_rul rule7 sectiond

" International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 38. Attacks Against Cultural Property,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1 rul rule38.

20 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 27. Religious Personnel, https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl_rul rule27.

?! International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 54. Attacks against Objects
Indispensable to the Survival of the Civilian Population,

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/vl _cha chapterl7 rule54.

*? International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 9. Definition of Civilian Objects,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1l cha chapter2 rule9.

2 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 25. Medical Personnel, https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1 rul rule25.

24 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], IHL DATABASE: CUSTOMARY IHL, Rule 28. Medical Units, https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1 rul rule28.
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5 Kristina Benson, “Kill ‘em and Sort it Out Later:” Signature Drone Strikes and International Humanitarian Law, 27 PAC.
MCGEORGE GLOBAL BuUS. & DEv. L.J. 17 (2014).

2 Matthew Nasuti, Hellfire Missile Accuracy Problems Uncovered in Pentagon Data, KABUL PRESS (27 Nov. 2011),
http://kabulpress.org/my/spip.php?article89242 (speculating that the “double tap” strike pattern is actually less the result of strategy
than it is a cover for the less-than-pinpoint-accurate technological capacity of the missiles used in most drone strikes and noting that
“[d]Jouble tap means that the military fires two Hellfire missiles at each target in order to ensure that at least one hits the target”).
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multiple targeted strikes + double tap
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direct hit only
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